
 

What Will It Take? 
Pastor Mark Scarr 
Sermon series Part 1  

Romans 9:1-5 
 

 
Starter: Have group members discuss and brainstorm ideas about Pastor Mark's opening 
question: What will it take to be a soul winning church? 
 
Discussion points:  
 
1. Have group members read Romans 9:1-3 and review the three truths under the first point, 
Great Love. Pastor Mark stated, "people don't care how much you know until they know how 
much you care." Have group members discuss this statement in light of the three truths about 
Great Love: Sincerity, Sorrow, and Sacrifice. 
 
2. Romans 9:3 is a verse that is easily misunderstood because Paul uses hyperbole or 
hypothetical nuance (defined as exaggerated statements or claims not meant to be taken 
literally), a literary technique. Have group members look up this verse in different Bible 
translations (and any notes for that verse if a group member has a study Bible or an app that 
amplifies the verse) to gain a better understanding of what Paul meant.  
 
3. Have group members read Romans 9:3b-5 and review the two truths under the second 
point, Great Respect: Find connecting points and Focus on Jesus. Have group members 
discuss who are their "people?" (Co-workers, classmates, neighbours, family, friends, people 
you meet at the gym or sports or hobby club, etc.) Have group members discuss simple and 
practical ways they can find and make connecting points with different people, and then bring 
the focus on Jesus. 
 
Diving Deeper: Pastor Mark stated that Romans 9 and 10 are a glimpse into the heart of 
Paul, and his desire to win souls. Have group members read these two chapters either at your 
meeting, if there is time, or over the coming week. Have group members consider how these 
chapters reveal Paul's heart for the lost, and more importantly, consider how they too might 
gain a heart for the lost. 


